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THE mysterious lights seen by hundreds of people on Christmas night have 

. been positively identified as being part of a Russian sat~mte. the Echo was 
told today by the British Astronomica I Society. things together . and dls-

The assistant director of covered what it really was. 
meteor section of the society, When it was declded lt was-
Mr. John Mason, sa.id the a rocket there were four pos­
brilliant lights were caused sible satellites it could have 
by the rocket section o! come from, Mr. Mason said. 
cosmos 749 breaking up on re- "But !rom its orbit before it 
entry into the atmosphere. burnt up we were able to 

"The rocket, which launched make a final identification," 
the satellite. had slowly been he said. 
spiralling to the earth over A Needles coastguard un-
several years," he el:plalned. knowingly gave a very accu-

The lights, which were rate description o! what he 
described as looking like a saw. He was qQoted in Satur­
big star that exploded, were day's Echo as describing it as 
originally thought to be a being llke a huge rocket. "It 
meteor. But Mr. Mason said could be seen !or more than 
as they started getting 25 seconds - longer than a 
phone calls about the occur- meteor.," he said. 
ence they were able to piece The Russiarus launch 
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satellite~ at the rate of 
about one a week, Mr. 
Mason said, and the last 
one to break up over 
Britain was two years ago. 


